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A l t  il bilit /  i  A t li  Annual water availability/use in Australia 
(NLWRA, ABS.) 

Mean Annual run-off 387,184 GL
Annual Groundwater Yield 25780 GLAnnual Groundwater Yield 25,780 GL

Water Consumed: 24,908 GL

Agriculture 16,660 GL 
Forestry and Fishing 27 GL
Mining 401 GLg
Manufacturing 866 GL
Electricity and Gas 1,688 Gl
Water supply, Sewerage/Drainage 1,794 GLpp y g g
Household Water 2,182 GL
Other 3,973 GL



Population pressure in coastal areas

75% of rural population in coastal Local 
Government Areas

Coastal growth rate - 2% (60% higher thanCoastal growth rate - 2% (60% higher than 
national average of 1.2%)

NSWS

Kempsey – 2.4%

Shoalhaven – 2.2%

Image: NSW Department of Natural Resources

Source: Alan Stokes, National Sea Change Taskforce and Australian Bureau of Statistics



What are we planning for?What are we planning for?
State-wide targets – Water
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Tension between w
water extraction and water for river health

CSIRO LAND and WATER





Managing the Water Balance between 
extraction and environment flowsextraction and environment flows

Key is building a system that establishes
RESOURCE  SECURITYRESOURCE  SECURITY

for both

Water user and the
E i m t l tEnvironmental assets
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My visiony
Integrated action, based on sound science, to  

M    i   h  l d  f   ll   f     d Manage water in the landscape for all users, for now and 
the future
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Courtesy Nick Cook‐ NSW Office of Water



The future
Pl i  f   li t   i bilit   d  li t   hPlanning for climate variability and climate change

Managing water as part of Catchment Management

Managing the whole landscape together

Remember what we are planning for

Different disciplines working towards the same objectivesp g j

Learning from each other!


